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Turkish-Cypriot and Greek-Cypriot emi-
grants seeking each other as neighbors in
places like Great Britain;

Whereas United States interests, regional
stability, and relations between United
States allies Greece and Turkey will improve
with an end to the occupation of Cyprus;

Whereas Turkey’s European Union acces-
sion prospects, which require approval by
each European Union nation, will improve if
Turkey ends its hostile occupation of Cy-
prus, a European Union nation;

Whereas Turkey’s image for religious tol-
erance will improve by removing troops that
have allowed, as German Chancellor and Eu-
ropean Union President Angela Merkel re-
cently said, ‘‘destruction of churches or
other religious sites’” under their control;
and

Whereas overlooking Turkey’s occupation
of Cyprus injures the moral standing of the
United States internationally and doesn’t
help the image of the United States in Tur-
key, which recently ranked last in a 47-na-
tion Pew survey for favorable views of the
United States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) calls on the United States Government
to initiate a new effort to help Turkey un-
derstand the benefits that will accrue to it
as a result of ending its military occupation
of Cyprus;

(2) urges the Government of Turkey to im-
mediately begin the withdrawal of its mili-
tary occupation forces from the Republic of
Cyprus; and

(3) urges the Government of Turkey to
complete the withdrawal of its occupation
forces in the near future so that Turkey, Cy-
prus, the region, and the United States can
begin realizing the benefits of the end of that
occupation.

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I am
here to offer a resolution which calls
on Turkey to immediately begin the
withdrawal of its troops from Cyprus
and end its military occupation. Turk-
ish troops have now been in Cyprus for
over 33 years. The number of these
troops has increased over the last three
decades so that there are now more
than 43,000, making this area one of the
most militarized in the world.

Let me be clear. There is no legiti-
mate justification for the 43,000 Turk-
ish troops to be in Cyprus. Cyprus is a
peaceful country. Millions of people
have been crossing the buffer zone
without incident for years. There are
no military attacks and there is no
need for military protection of Turkish
Cypriots. In the end, these troops only
serve to create military tension. Again,
there is absolutely no legitimate jus-
tification for this military occupation.

In fact, Cyprus has historically been
an oasis of generally peaceful rela-
tions. When Turkish-Cypriots and
Greek-Cypriots emigrate to Great Brit-
ain from Cyprus, they often seek to
live next to each other as neighbors.

This resolution highlights these ex-
amples and uses them as evidence to
urge Turkey to immediately begin the
withdrawal of its military occupation.
And it notes the importance of Turkey
fulfilling this as soon as possible so
that Turkey, Cyprus, the region and
the United States can work more close-
ly on other strategic issues.

This resolution, in addition, calls on
the U.S. Government to initiate a new
effort to help Turkey understand the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

benefits of ending its military occupa-
tion of Cyprus. Such benefits include:
Improving Turkey’s European Union
accession prospects; improving re-
gional stability; improving relations
with Greece; improving relations with
the United States and; improving Tur-
key’s image on religious tolerance.

It is also in the best interest of the
U.S., the European Union, and NATO
for Turkey to end its military occupa-
tion of the Republic of Cyprus. Sadly,
Turkey ranked last in a recent 47-na-
tion Pew survey for favorable views of
the U.S. Ending their occupation will
offer more opportunities for U.S.-Tur-
key cooperation which will only im-
prove our image in this key U.S. ally.

For the U.S. to remain silent during
this unjust occupation injures our
moral standing internationally. Be-
cause silence is complicity, we must
speak out.

That is why I am proud to be the lead
on this resolution with Senator Snowe
which calls on Turkey to end its unjust
military occupation in Cyprus.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 3033. Mr. DEMINT submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 2237 submitted by Mr. DURBIN (for him-
self, Mr. HAGEL, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. LEAHY, Mr.
OBAMA, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr.
KERRY, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr.
BAYH, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mrs. MURRAY, Mrs.
BOXER, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. SALAZAR, and Mr.
DoDD) and intended to be proposed to the bill
H.R. 1585, to authorize appropriations for fis-
cal year 2008 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3034. Mr. GREGG submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 2011 proposed by Mr. NELSON of Nebraska
(for Mr. LEVIN) to the bill H.R. 1585, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3035. Mr. REID (for Mr. KENNEDY (for
himself and Mr. SMITH)) proposed an amend-
ment to the bill H.R. 1585, supra.

SA 3036. Mr. WARNER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2011 proposed by Mr. NELSON
of Nebraska (for Mr. LEVIN) to the bill H.R.
1585, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 3037. Mr. KERRY submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 2011 proposed by Mr. NELSON of Nebraska
(for Mr. LEVIN) to the bill H.R. 1585, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3038. Mr. REID proposed an amendment
to the bill H.R. 1585, supra.

SA 3039. Mr. REID proposed an amendment
to amendment SA 3038 proposed by Mr. REID
to the bill H.R. 1585, supra.

SA 3040. Mr. REID proposed an amendment
to amendment SA 3039 proposed by Mr. REID
to the amendment SA 3038 proposed by Mr.
REID to the bill H.R. 1585, supra.

SA 3041. Mr. KERRY submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 1585, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3042. Mr. VITTER (for himself, Mr.
COBURN, and Mr. KYL) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
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SA 2011 proposed by Mr. NELSON of Nebraska
(for Mr. LEVIN) to the bill H.R. 1585, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3043. Mr. BIDEN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 2011 proposed by Mr. NELSON of Nebraska
(for Mr. LEVIN) to the bill H.R. 1585, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3044. Mr. COBURN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2011 proposed by Mr. NELSON
of Nebraska (for Mr. LEVIN) to the bill H.R.

1585, supra.
SA 3045. Mr. COBURN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to

amendment SA 2011 proposed by Mr. NELSON
of Nebraska (for Mr. LEVIN) to the bill H.R.
1585, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 3046. Mr. BOND submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 2011 proposed by Mr. NELSON of Nebraska
(for Mr. LEVIN) to the bill H.R. 1585, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3047. Mr. CASEY (for Mr. HATCH) pro-
posed an amendment to amendment SA 2011
proposed by Mr. NELSON of Nebraska (for Mr.
LEVIN) to the bill H.R. 1585, supra.

————
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 3033. Mr. DEMINT submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2237 submitted by Mr.
DURBIN (for himself, Mr. HAGEL, Mr.
LUGAR, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. OBAMA, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr.
KERRY, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mrs. CLINTON,
Mr. BAYH, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mrs. BOXER, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr.
SALAZAR, and Mr. DoDD) and intended
to be proposed to the bill H.R. 1585, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2008 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes;
which was ordered to lie on the table;
as follows:

On page 19, after line 3, add the following:
SEC. 3313. EFFECTIVE DATE TRIGGERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—This title shall take ef-
fect on the date on which the Secretary of
Homeland Security submits a written cer-
tification to the President and Congress,
based on analysis by and in consultation
with the Comptroller General, that each of
the following border security and other
measures are established, funded, and oper-
ational:

(1) OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL BORDER WITH MEXICO.—The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security has established
and demonstrated operational control of 100
percent of the international land border be-
tween the United States and Mexico, includ-
ing the ability to monitor such border
through available methods and technology.

(2) STAFF ENHANCEMENTS FOR BORDER PA-
TROL.—The Commissioner of United States
Customs and Border Protection Border Pa-
trol has hired, trained, and reporting for
duty 20,000 full-time agents as of the date of
the certification under this subsection.

(3) STRONG BORDER BARRIERS.—There have
been—

(A) installed along the international land
border between the United States and Mex-
ico as of the date of the certification under
this subsection, at least—

(i) 300 miles of vehicle barriers;

(ii) 370 miles of fencing; and
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